Section IV: The Family Wheels 

The Family Car is one of Your Most Valuable Possession While Your Spouse Is Away. Please take care of it.
AUTOMOTIVE CHECKLIST 

1. Does the car need a tune-up?
( )YES
( )NO 

2. Mileage at last tune-up:____________________ 

3. Mileage at next scheduled tune-up?:
_______________________________________ 

4. Where should the car be taken for service: 
_______________________________________ 

5. What type of gasoline does the car use?
( )Leaded
( )Unleaded
( )Unleaded Premium 

6. Is there water in the battery? 
( )YES 
( )NO 

7. Is the battery in good condition?
( )YES
( )NO 

8. What kind and size of battery should be purchased, if needed?
_______________________________________ 

9. Where should a new battery be purchased? 
_______________________________________ 

10. Are the tires in good condition?
( )YES
( )NO 

-Is there at least a 1/4" tread? 
( )YES
( )NO 

- Do you know how to check for tread depth?
( )YES
( )NO 

11. Will the tires last through a deployment? 
( )YES
( )NO 

12. If needed, what size, type, and brand of tires should be purchased? 
_______________________________________ 

13. Is there a guarantee on the present tires and is it readily accessible?
( )YES
( )NO 

14. When is the car insurance premium due? 
_______________________________________ 

15. How much is it?
_______________________________________ 

16. To whom is it paid and how?
_______________________________________ 

17. Does the car have an inspection sticker and, if so, when does it expire? 
_______________________________________ 

18. Where are the car's registration papers or cards?
_______________________________________ 

19. When does the registration expire? 
_______________________________________ 

20. Do you need a power of attorney to register your car?
_______________________________________ 

21. Does the car need to be lubricated before the end of this assignment or deployment?
( )YES
( )NO
- If yes, at what mileage? 
_______________________________________ 

22. At what mileage should the oil be changed? 
_______________________________________ 

23. What type and weight of oil is used?
_______________________________________ 

24. Where should this be done?
_______________________________________ 

25. Should the oil filter be changed? 
( )YES
( )NO 

26. Should the spark plugs be changed? 
( )YES
( )NO 

27. At what mileage should they be changed?
_______________________________________ 

28. What brand and type plugs should be used?
_______________________________________ 

29. Is a new air filter needed? 
( )YES
( )NO 

30. When should a new air filter be installed? 
_______________________________________ 

31. Can you replace the filter yourself?
( )YES
( )NO 

32. When does your base sticker expire?
_______________________________________ 

33. Are there extra car keys in the house? 
( )YES 
( )NO
- If yes, where are they?
_______________________________________ 

COMMON CAR PROBLEMS 

1. Starting Difficulties: 


If your car refuses to start, but the battery has enough power to crank the engine, you may not be using the correct starting procedures. For most cars, starting the engine when it is cold requires that you depress the gas pedal to the floor then release it. Turn on the ignition and attempt to start the car, the engine should start. If not, pump the accelerator two to three times and try again. If for some reason you have pumped the accelerator several times and you begin to smell a faint odor of gasoline, chances are you've flooded the engine. This means that there is too much gas in the engine. In this case, wait for two or three minutes, depress the accelerator all the way to the floor, hold it while cranking the engine, and the car should start. As soon as it does, release the accelerator. If it doesn't start, there may be some mechanical problem. 

2. Cold Weather Starts: 

· If the temperature has been close to freezing for several hours, your car may be hard to start. Be sure to depress the accelerator all the way to the floor twice and release it before cranking the engine. When starting, the engine will probably turn over sluggishly and slowly pick up momentum. Follow this procedure for a maximum of five times. If the engine still won't even show any sign of life, quit. Any more attempts will just kill your battery. 

· There are several other tricks for cold-weather starts. Chemical spray are available for you to spray into the air intake unit which sits on top of the engine. Before cranking, however, make sure to read the manufacturer's instructions to the letter since these sprays are highly flammable. 

3. Dead Battery: 


· A battery is considered "dead" when it no longer has enough power to turn the engine over. If there is only enough power in the battery to just slowly turn the engine, chances are that the engine is not going to start. 

· A battery that has lost its charge can be recharged by using a charger which takes household current and transforms it into the type needed in the battery. Battery chargers are almost as expensive as new batteries, but by taking the battery to a gas station, it can be recharged for only a few dollars. 

· Sometimes, because of the age of the battery or "burned out" cells within the battery, the battery will not take a charge. That is, it will go dead as soon as you remove it from the charging device. At this point, the only option left is to purchase a new battery. 

· The most common causes of battery failures are: 

· Excessive attempts to start an engine that has failed due to mechanical problems. 

· Too many starts (over a period of several weeks) and not enough driving time to recharge the battery with the alternator or generator. 

· Forgetting to turn off headlights and other electrical equipment which doesn't go off when the ignition is turned off. 

· Finally, equip your car for a "dead battery emergency" by buying a set of jumper cables. These are two lengths of cable with squeeze-type clamps at each end for transferring power from a good battery into a dead one to start the car. Once running, the engine will recharge the dead battery as explained above. Be sure to hook up the jumper cables correctly: watch polarity (+ and -). It is best to go over this procedure with someone who knows how before trying it yourself. 

IN CASE OF AN ACCIDENT 


An auto accident occurs in the United States every 90 seconds, so buckle up for safety. 

If you are involved in an accident: 

STOP IMMEDIATELY AND....... 

1. Aid any injured persons. Call a doctor. Do not move the injured person as movement may add to their injury. If necessary, call an ambulance. 

2. Call an officer of the law. 

3. Do not admit responsibility -- make no statement regarding the accident except to the police. The law requires that you give your name, address, and license number. You are not required to give any other information at the scene of the accident. 

4. DO NOT REVEAL THE EXTENT OF YOUR INSURANCE COVERAGE TO ANYONE. 

5. Take notes concerning all details of the accident. Be sure to get names and addresses of all injured persons, occupants of all cars, and other witnesses. 

6. REPORT ALL ACCIDENTS TO YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY IMMEDIATELY. Proof of financial responsibility cannot be furnished by the company to your state authorities until the company receives your accident report. 

