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Into The

Senior Noncommissioned Officer Corps

Of The
United States Air Force

In the United States Air Force, a Master Sergeant joins an elite group.  Sergeant is an ancient, honorable term that denotes a person possessing special skills, trust, and integrity.  You are now a Master Sergeant, which means you have mastered the techniques and abilities required of Senior Noncommissioned Officers.  

As you progress to Senior Master Sergeant and Chief Master Sergeant your title will change but not the designation of Master Sergeant.  You will now be afforded privileges not awarded to others because you have freely accepted responsibilities beyond the call of normal duty.  You have, by your actions and accomplishments, earned the respect of your seniors, as well as your juniors.  

Because of your experience and performance, you have been, this day inducted into the Senior Noncommissioned Officer Corps.  Your entire way of life will now change.  More will be expected of you, more will be demanded of you—not because you are an E-7, but because you are now a Master Sergeant.  It is expected that you will be the font of wisdom, the ambassador of good will, and the authority in personnel relations and technical applications.  You have not merely been promoted one pay grade; you have joined an elite corps.  And as in all families, you have a responsibility to your brothers and sisters, even as they have a responsibility to you.  

This vital and highly regarded position you have now reached exists because of the attitude and performance of the Top Three Noncommissioned Officers before you.  It shall exist only so long as you and your fellow Top Three Noncommissioned Officers maintain these standards.  We take a deep, sincere pleasure in clasping your hand and in welcoming you into the Senior Noncommissioned Officer Corps.
25 April, 2003





_____________________
DATE

I. M. TUFF, CMSgt, USAF
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