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SMSgt Allen Usry, ANG First Sergeant Functional Manager

DSN: 493-7609 e-mail: William.usry@maxwell.af.mil

FSA web address:   http://www.au.af.mil/au/cpd/fsa  

ANG First Sergeant web address:  www.au.af.mil/au/cpd/fsa/ang
Update from the Director:    

Major General Paul Weaver, Director of the Air National Guard issued the following statement regarding the recent tragedy in New York City and the subsequent response of the Air National Guard:

“First, let me take an opportunity to express my heartfelt sympathy for all the victims and their families of this terrible tragedy that struck our Nation a few days ago.  My prayers go out to all.  Secondly, let me share with you, my Guard family how your Air National Guard responded, and continues to respond to any and all threats to this Nation:

    Swiftly responding to the devastation caused by Tuesday's terrorists' attacks that rocked a nation and its communities leaving countless dead and injured; the Air National Guard volunteers were there. Upon notification of terrorist's activity, two Air National Guard fighter units immediately launched to guard America's skies. Ten airlift, 70+ tanker, and more than 600 fighter sorties have been flown since Tuesday. Tanker units downloaded more than 2.8 million pounds of fuel, 18 fighter units in 22 locations are on alert and 14 airlift missions have been completed in the last four days. 1AF AOC is expanding its staff to shift surveillance activities to ensure homeland security.  More than 3,900 Security Forces around the country are postured to secure and protect America's assets. Civil Engineering units responded with 200+ personnel and 400 are on stand-by with numerous pieces of heavy equipment and trucks to assist in rescue and recovery. Training continuously for wartime activation and peacetime contingencies, Air National Guard personnel are more than ready to demonstrate their ability to quickly shift gears from citizen airmen to capable warriors and protectors of American sovereignty. Commanders are balancing daily flying operations with increased force protection.  The fortitude and diligence of these men and women during a tragedy of this magnitude makes them our Nation's humble heroes. God Bless”

Papa Whiskey

LtGen Davis Announces New Deputy Director for the Air National Guard.

The Chief of the National Guard Bureau, LtGen Russell C. Davis, issued the following announcement regarding the selection of our new ANG Deputy Director:

“It is a pleasure to advise you that the Honorable James G. Roche, Secretary of the Air Force, has approved the selection of Colonel David A. Brubaker, Commander, Air National Guard Air Force Reserve Test Center, as the Deputy Director of the Air National Guard.  Colonel Brubaker's effective dates of assignment and Federal recognition to brigadier general are to be determined.

I join the Secretary of the Air Force and Major General Paul A. Weaver, Jr., the Director of the Air National Guard, in extending congratulations to

Colonel and Mrs. Brubaker”.

//signed//

Russell C. Davis

Lieutenant General, USAF

Chief, National Guard Bureau

Class 01G Still Scheduled to Begin Next Week

Class 01G is still scheduled to begin next week.  We have had to make some adjustments due to the current situation, however at this time it is still a “go.”  Some of the adjustments that have had to be made:

a) Shuttle service from the airport has been discontinued.  Therefore students arriving at the airport will need to contact base transportation at 953-5038/9 to have someone come pick them up.  Once at lodging the student should ask the driver to remain on site so that transportation to the room is available    

b) All meals will be available at the chow hall.  Normally the noon meal is not available.  Orders need to be amended appropriately.

c) Students that are driving need to ensure that their registration, insurance, vehicle stickers, and ID are current.  

d) Students may have the opportunity to help support the base over the weekend. Keep this in mind if your planning on making weekend travel plans.

e) The normal duty uniform has been changed to BDU’s.  You must still bring all combination of blues for photos, inspections, and graduation activities.   Keep this in mind when packing.

Academy Class Dates:

01G
24 Sep  -  05 Oct
FULL

02A
26 Nov  - 07 Dec
FULL

02B
04 Feb  - 15 Feb

02C
03 Jun  -  14 Jun

02D
22 Jul  -  02 Aug

02E
09 Sep  -  20 Sep
AEF Volunteers Still a Priority

Our AEF folks at Guard Bureau are reminding the Functional Area Managers (FAMs) that AEF is still a priority.  We must be able to fulfill the line numbers that we have committed to.   As we wait to see what will transpire in the coming days, we must not forget that we still have commitments that must be fulfilled.  AEF Cycle three begins in March 2002 and continues for 15 months until May of 2003.  The official message has been sent out to the field and I also resent it yesterday.  As you know, the two locations we are trying to fill are PSAB and Istres France.  You may request your preference (although preference was not included in the message) and I will do my best to work the volunteer list accordingly.  In the event that you are needed at a location other than your preference I will contact you to ask if you would be willing to go to the alternate location.  If you are interested please make sure you get your application in by 10 October.  If you would like further information regarding the rotation to PSAB I can get you in contact with some of the first sergeants that served during Cycle Two.  If you are interested in volunteering don’t wait; as events unfold we will adjust our plans if necessary.  Call if you have any questions.

Being Prepared.

The following is a message sent out by SMSgt Ronn Greengas to Air Force Reserve First Sergeants. It reiterates what you learned in the academy and is appropriate for inclusion here:  

First Sergeants

These are the times that test a First Sergeant's resolve, skills, and ability.  Some of you may already be deep into getting things done and others may still be waiting for that phone call.  Some of you are experienced First Sergeants who have been down this road before, while others are new and nervous.

Let me give you a short cut to getting things done.  COMMUNICATE.

We need, now more than ever, to be communicating with each other, with our Commanders and with our Command Chiefs.

Here are some thoughts from me on things you can be taking a look at right now to make sure you and your folks are ready.

1.  Family Care Plans

2.  Making sure your folks know to have current wills, powers of attorney, etc.

3.  Run though your list of unit folks and determine who, if called upon right now, would not be able to go due to reasons such as medical, etc.

4.  If your unit, wing, base, etc., could be called upon to run a mobility line, are the shirts key players in making sure the creature comforts are taken care of.

5.  Do you have a good, up-to-date roster of all the other First Sergeants at your location (this includes active duty and guard for those of you co-located)

6.  Keep in close contact with your commander, let him/her know the status of their folks from your perspective (see item 3).

7.  I was always taught that after the commander, the next most important relationship a First Sergeant has is with any Chiefs in that organization.  Together you represent the enlisted leadership to your people so please work together.  And, with that thought, just as you must brief your commander, your Command Chief brings the big boss.  The First Sergeant AFI says that the Command Chief is our functional manager on each base.  Work with them, make sure they know what's going on and any problems you encounter.  Let them be a single focal point, with you being the point of execution, for all people actions.

SMSgt Ronn Greengas

First Sergeant Positions Available at TEC and at the First Sergeant Academy.

    MSgt Sandra Cain, First Sergeant for TEC at Knoxville Tennessee has accepted another position and will be moving onward and upward.  Subsequently, her position at Knoxville is presently posted out on the ANG web site.  This is a four-year Title 10 Tour.  TEC is a great place to work and the Knoxville area is a great place to live.  There is also a position still available here at the academy.  Interested personnel should visit the ANG web site, go to “Jobs” and then click on “Headquarters Title 10 Jobs” to see the official job postings.  The posting for the position at the academy closes on 1 October; the TEC position closes on October 10th.  Both of these positions are great opportunities for anyone who is interested.

ANG Fatality at World Trade Centers
    Finally, I must unfortunately pass on that we have confirmed the loss of an Air National Guardsman at the World Trade Centers.  After speaking with Chief Benton yesterday regarding the loss I spoke today with a member of the 105th Public Affairs office and am able to pass on the following:

    SSgt Andrew Brunn, a 28-year-old member of the 105th EIS was also a member of Ladder Company Number 5 in Manhattan.  As such, he was one of the many rescue personnel who responded heroically Tuesday morning immediately following the disaster at the World Trade Centers. It is with extreme sadness that I must report that SSgt Brunn was killed when the World Trade Centers collapsed.  His body was recovered and funeral services were held today in New York.  Our ANG CCM, CMSgt Benton attended the funeral. SSgt Brunn was married and had no children.   To try and express in words the feeling of loss is practically impossible, so I simply offer that I know all Guardsmen, especially first sergeants, share in this loss and offer our condolences and our prayers to the family and friends of SSgt Brunn.  There is also another member of the 105th who is missing, a New York City police officer, who is presently missing and we offer our hopes and prayers to his family also.   
In Light of Recent Events…
   As First Sergeants there are a couple of things that make Tuesday’s attack on America all the more personal.  As First Sergeants we have a responsibility like no others.  Knowing that our troops could soon be placed in harms way (many are already activated) sharpens our focus. It strengthens the resolve that we have to ensure that the enlisted personnel assigned to us are prepared to answer this nations call to arms.  As First Sergeants we fulfill a “special” duty, one that requires a sense of honor and duty that is above and beyond what is normally expected. Day in and day out, and especially now, you display what is best about America and what it truly means to be a citizen-soldier,,, especially now… As a former firefighter who played a small part in the recovery operations at the Murrah Federal Building; as a Guardsman; and especially as a First Sergeant, I have plenty of things I would like to say about the tragedy that has befallen this nation.  I have read the same e-mails that you have read, I have watched the same TV reports, and I have seen the same pictures.  And although I have plenty to say, and plenty of emotions, and even more opinions, I think that the only appropriate thing to say is that, like always, we have a job to do; and no one is more up to the task than you. As always, Proud to Serve…     
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